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In the past two editions of the Politeia Forum we have analysed the
evolutions of the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
and of the role of multinational corporations (MCNs).

The Ninth Politeia Forum on Corporations and Global Justice:
Should Multinational Corporations be Agents of Justice? will seek
to contribute to the international debate on the grounds and scope
of the duties of MNCs. Global justice demands traditionally concern
the duties of states and of their citizens; however, today there is
a debate on whether such demands concern MCNs too. While it is
widely recognised that the latter have the negative duty not to
engage in harmful activities, it is less clear whether, and to what
extent, they have the positive duty to remedy global injustices, by
translating the respect of the UN Global Compact principles into
an action aimed at fulfilling the Millennium Development Goals.
Development will depend on the degree of cooperation between
public actors - governments and international organizations - and
private actors - civil society and business.

Aim of this edition is to frame the role of MCNs in the quest for
global justice. At present, international CSR standards (e.g. UN
Global Compact, AA1000, SA8000, 1SO26000) constitute a global
“institutional infrastructure” designed to help MNCs put into practice
principles of global justice in their worldwide operations; however,
a critical analysis of such standards is needed in order to assess the
benefits and limits of their adoption. Arguably, the very concept of
CSR, however important, appears to be insufficient to address the
issues of global justice, as it generates only little impact on the
structural root causes of injustice. An alternative perspective based
on justice could account better for the increasingly prominent
political dimension of corporate responsibility: in this alternative
view, responsibility is shared among all relevant actors according
to their different power, influence and capabilities. However, the
2011 UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights seem to
require a weak commitment to corporations, as they provide for the
fulfilment of just the most basic expectations of society in MCNs’
respect. In fact, international human rights law — as a legitimate
marker of a global standard — require more than just avoiding the
infringement of human rights, as it compels both states and the
private sector to actively contribute to the fulfilment of socio-
economic rights. Thus, a better consideration of MNCs’ positive
obligations is needed, in order to alleviate poverty and inequality
on a global scale. As a consequence, when linking global justice to
corporate responsibility, it seems all the more necessary to better
specify the fundamental purpose of MCNs and in general of for-
profit corporations. One of the Forum’s main aims will be to show
how a perspective based on global justice entails a new reflection
on the purpose of for-profit corporations.

The Forum is organized by the Research Centre Politeia in
partnership with the University of Milano - Department of Social
and Political Sciences, the Dublin City University — Institute of
Ethics, and the Global Compact Network Italy, and is supported by
a Promoting Committee of several well-known Italian companies
and organizations. Aim of Politeia is to organize a Forum in which
managers of national and international companies and experts in
business ethics and CSR from the most prestigious national and
international research centres will have the opportunity to discuss
the emerging ethical issues in the global economic system. This
way, it aims at increasing the awareness and knowledge of the
ethical and social responsibilities of economic organizations, and at
filling the gap between ‘practitioners’ and ‘experts’.
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E’ previsto il servizio di traduzione simultanea / Simultaneous translation will be
available

Segreteria scientifica/ Conference programme committee
Emilio D’Orazio (Politeia), Simone de Colle (Dublin City University), Nicola Pasini
(University of Milano)

Segreteria organizzativa/ Conference organization
Maria Beatrice Vanni, Erica Belluzzi, Giulia Mezzetti, Federica Papapietro, Sara Spinosi

POLITEIA Milano Tel. +39 02 58313988; Fax +39 02 58314072
www.politeia-centrostudi.org
E-mail: info@politeia-centrostudi.org

La partecipazione € gratuita previo invio a Politeia (mail to: info@politeia-centrostudi.org)
della scheda di iscrizione e ricevimento di conferma dell’iscrizione da parte della
segreteria organizzativa / Participation is free of charge. Participants are required to
send the registration form to Politeia.
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